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Beyond the Great Mountains: A Visual Poem about China This highly conceptual picture book offers "a visual poem about China." Opening the book (from the bottom rather than the side), the reader sees a strip of each page, since each is about one-half inch longer than the preceding one. The entire poem is visible immediately, with one line per page. Besides the line of verse, a typical page includes one or two ancient Chinese characters in red, with the English equivalent in black. Observers will note the resonance between the  forms of the Chinese characters and the images in the illustrations, bold collages of cut and torn papers. The final end papers offer a chart of ancient and modern Chinese characters.
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Chinese Mythology Claude Helft seeks to enchant readers young and old as both an author and a publisher. An avid traveler, she brings her rich experience of the world into each book she writes. Chen has been creating beautiful, entertaining, and deeply moving picture books over the past twelve years. To depict the old culture of ancient China, he has relied upon myth and legend in many of his books.
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Confucius: Golden Rule, The Newbery Medal winner Freedman (Lincoln: A Photobiography) delves deep into Chinese history in his intelligent, comprehensive biography of the 5th-century B.C. philosopher Confucius, whose teachings have influenced the development of modern government and education in both China and the West. Freedman draws on stories, legends and collected dialogues from The Analects of Confucius, written by his students, to reveal a man of deep perceptions as well as great humor. The author reports that, when a disciple told the scholar that he did not know how to describe his teacher to a local governor, Confucius said, "Why didn't you tell him that I'm a man driven by such passion for learning that in my enthusiasm I often forget to eat, in my joy I forget to worry, and I don't even notice the approach of old age." Skillfully and smoothly weaving Chinese history, culture and language into the narrative, Freedman also explains Confucian philosophy succinctly, without dumbing it down 
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Everyday Life: Through Chinese Peasant Art Everyday Life introduces children to the vibrant world created by Shanghai's Jinshan artists. From a watermelon harvest to an autumn festival to a child’s winter game, vivid, friendly peasant art brings everyday life in rural China into our lives. Simple, rhythmic poems, presented in English, Simplified Chinese, and Pinyin, beautifully accent each painting. Everyday Life’s colorful, bustling illustrations will capture a child’s imagination, while descriptive bilingual text invites English and Chinese readers to enjoy the sweetness of each page.
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Eyewitness China Eyewitness China, which includes a fully illustrated pull-out wall chart and CD with additional images, investigates China's present-day culture and highlights everything from life in a rural village to changing fashions and technological innovations. With hundreds of real-life photographs, discover the secrets of traditional Chinese medicine, find out how China is surging ahead in international sports, trace each dynasty with the help of a comprehensive timeline, and much, much more!
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Good  Morning China Enhanced with a foldout and animated illustrations, a day-in-the-life of a community in China is captured in this beautiful presentation of its people, places, and special happenings.

Pictures and easy-to-read text portray the activities and routines of Chinese people on a typical morning in the park, with a fold-out page showing everyone in the park.
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Legend of the Chinese Dragon (English and Mandarin Chinese Edition) In ancient China, the different tribes lived under the protection of benevolent spirits that took the form of animals--fish, ox, bird, horse, and serpent. But, as often happens, the tribes grew envious of each other and began to fight amongst themselves in the names of their spirits. The children decided to declare a war on war by creating a creature that combined the best of all the spirits and would protect all the people. To this day, the dragon is a symbol of peace and plays an especially important role in the celebration of the Chinese New Year.
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Little Eagle Little Eagle is a beautiful story taking place in the 15th Century in China. It opens with a dramatic flare: the evil General Zhao attacks Little Eagle’s family, but Little Eagle is able to escape. Huddled against the cold and frightened, he is taken in by a kind man named Master Yang, who becomes the boy’s mentor and guardian.
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Little Leap Forward: A Boy in Living in Beijing with their large, loving families, Little Leap Forward and Little-Little are the best of friends. One day clever Little-Little captures a small yellow bird that he gives to Little Leap Forward. Though Little Leap Forward plays his flute and tries to get Little Cloud to sing, she remains silent. When the terrible disruptions of the Cultural Revolution begin, Little Leap Forward senses the fear and sadness of his friends and family. And as their lives become more and more constricted, he begins to understand why he must release his precious bird if he wants to hear her sing.
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Liu and the Bird: A Journey in Chinese Calligraphy One night as Liu sleeps, she hears the voice of her grandfather in her dreams. Inspired to visit him, she sets out on a journey across fields and mountains, facing harsh conditions and not always knowing the way. She finds her grandfather waiting for her, and he urges her to tell the story of her travels, making an interesting connection that makes you feel like perhaps you've actually just read Liu's story as recorded by her own hands.
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Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China Three little girls spare no mercy to Lon Po Po, the granny wolf, in this version of Little Red Riding Hood where they tempt her up a tree and over a limb, to her death. The girls' frightened eyes are juxtaposed against Lon Po Po's menacing squint and whirling blue costume in one of the books numerous three-picture sequences, which resemble the decorative panels of Chinese tradition. Through mixing abstract and realistic images with complex use of color and shadow, artist and translator Young has transformed a simple fairy tail into a remarkable work of art and earned the 1990 Caldecott Medal in doing so.
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Mao and Me When the Cultural Revolution began, the author was a three-year-old living in a northern city. Cared for by his grandparents, he and his two sisters led a quiet, orderly life. His older sister, whom he describes as a deaf mute, taught her siblings to sign and Hong to draw. One day they heard on the radio that Mao had declared a Cultural Revolution, and life began to change. The text tells a straightforward story of the years between 1966 and 1976, while the illustrations shed a strong light on these years through the eyes of one child.
[image: image13.png]


Maples in t h e Mist: Poems for Children from the Tang Dynasty A beautiful anthology of 16 short, unrhymed poems written 1000 years ago in China. Although the poems Ho has chosen reflect timeless themes and her translations are fresh and informal, most are too introspective for a young Western audience. An attentive fourth-grader might relate to "On the Pond," in which two boys foolishly leave a trail betraying their mischief, or "Goose," a straightforward observation of a paddling goose, humorously illustrated.
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Moonbeams, Dumplings, & Dragon Boats In Moonbeams, Dumplings & Dragon Boats: A Treasury of Chinese Holiday Tales, Activities & Recipes by Nina Simonds, Leslie Swartz and the Children's Museum, Boston, illus. by Meilo So, each of a quartet of holidays includes a brief background and introduces a bevy of crafts, recipes and legends. "The Story of the Kitchen God" kicks off the section on the Chinese New Year (and the reason behind serving the traditional tanggua, or candied melons); a recipe for Five-Treasure Moon Cakes stuffed with apricot preserves, pitted dates, sweet coconut and raisins helps youngsters celebrate the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival.
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My Little Book of Chinese Words This handsome picture book focuses on the visual aspect of Chinese characters. Words are introduced on the verso with the modern Chinese character and a smaller ancient character in the upper left corner of the page, so one is immediately aware of the evolution of the visual form of the word. On the right, a full-page illustration is rendered in a way that echoes the strokes of the character. For example, the picture for the character "high" shows a pagodalike building similar to the form of the calligraphy. The words are grouped so that terms such as "see," "look at," and "ear" follow "eye," whose written character is part of these other related characters, indicating the relationship of the basic word to the others.
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Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party This autobiographical novel chronicles four years in the life of Ling, the daughter of bourgeois parents, during China’s Cultural Revolution in the waning years of Mao Tse-tung’s government. Ling’s father is a Western-educated surgeon, and her mother is a practitioner of traditional Chinese medicine and a homemaker. Her family’s com fortable life in Wuhan slowly crumbles (her father is jailed) in the face of political unrest, but somehow Ling’s spirit survives, and she finds strength in the face of oppression and hardship. Long is a compelling reader of this riveting account. She uses a slight Chinese accent to portray the adults, but she voices Ling in an American accent, which is probably easier for young listeners to grasp.
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Six Words, Many Turtles, and Three Days in Hong Kong This attractive photo-essay opens with a double-page spread of Hong Kong in the early morning mist and closes with a shot of the city at sunset. Readers are introduced to eight-year-old Tsz Yan and her family. The "six words" of the title refer to the English writing homework that the girl works on throughout the story. The "many turtles" are what she thinks school children look like with their backpacks. The "three days" are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, thus giving readers a glimpse of the child's life at school and at home.The colorful and exciting photos are definitely the strength of the book, and are, for the most part, logical adjuncts to the text. Unfortunately, the lack of captions may cause confusion.
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The Chinese Thought of It Acupuncture, gunpowder and the secrets to spinning silk are innovations that we have come to associate with China. But did you know that the Chinese also invented the umbrella? And toilet paper, initially made from rice straw clumped together, was first used in China! Through the ages, the Chinese have used the resources available to them to improve their lives. Their development of the compass and the paddleboat helped facilitate the often difficult tasks of travel and trade, and many foods associated with health and wellness -- from green tea to tofu -- have their origins in China.
The Five Chinese Brothers The classic story about five clever brothers, each with a different extraordinary ability is "a dramatic retelling of an old Chinese tale." (The New York Public Library). " . . . when Bishop makes the tall brother stretch, the sea-swallower work, or the robust one hold his breath, young children will laugh and laugh. The illustrations in this book are considered stereotyped and offensive due to the overly-slanted eyes, yellow faces, and the treatment of all Chinese as looking the same. 
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The Magic Horse of Han Gan Well-known-painter Hong introduces Han Gan, a ninth-century Chinese artist, in this beautifully illustrated, picture-book fantasy. Young Han Gan, who loves to draw, grows up to gain wide recognition for his original style and for his sole subject: horses that are always tethered: "My horses are so alive they might leap right off the paper." A warrior challenges his claim, commissioning a steed that will spring to life. Han Gan meets the challenge, but his magnificent creation so abhors war's violence that it races back to the two-dimensional world of painting.
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The Pet Dragon: A Story about Adventure, Friendship, and Chinese Characters Lin, a young Chinese girl, receives a baby dragon for a gift. The two of them play together until they accidentally break a vase. Lin's father is so angry that he insists the little creature be caged. The dragon escapes, and Lin goes to look for it. With the help of an old woman, a witch, she finds it living with the other dragons in the clouds, and grown up. The dragon returns Lin to her home, and her father agrees that they can visit often.
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The Seven Chinese Brothers The seven brothers walk, talk, and look alike, but each has his own special power. When the third brother runs afoul of the emperor and is sentenced to be beheaded, the fourth brother, who has bones of iron, takes his place. The emperor then tries drowning and burning but each time a different brother foils his scheme. This modern retelling of a traditional Chinese tale is told in graceful, witty prose and includes illustrations that avoid the stereotypes found in Five Chinese Brothers.
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The Very Hungry Caterpillar/English/Chinese A caterpillar eats his way through different foods until he is full and weaves a cocoon transforming into a beautiful butterfly. Charming colorful illustrations of foods along with the fat caterpillar and catchy little holes in the foods where the caterpillar "had his snack" make this book a hit with young children.
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Tofu Quilt This collection of free-verse poems is based on Russell's childhood and her journey to becoming an author. Yeung Ying leaves Hong Kong to spend the summer with her Uncle Five and his children in mainland China. When she recites classical Chinese poems for him, he rewards her with a special treat—a bowl of custard known as dan lai. She loves this treat so much that she vows to be a good student and become a writer.
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Voices of the Heart The splendid scarlet-and-gold jacket will entice readers into this sumptuous picture book, but once in, they might well find themselves confused. At the beginning, Young lists 26 emotions with their modern Chinese characters. He then devotes a page to each emotion, breaking each character into its parts and creating a collage out of the parts and the figure of a heart to express the feeling of the emotion. For example, "Contentment" is defined as "a peaceful heart." The parts of the character are symbols for a claw, work, and a hand; put together they mean "After a day of hard work, the heart feels peace of mind. It is content."
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What the Rat Told Me When the Great Emperor of Heaven invites the animals to visit him at sunrise, the rat promises to wake the cat at dawn. Instead, the rascal lets the cat sleep, rides atop the ox, and leaps off to be the first in line for the viewing, followed by the ox, the tiger, and nine other animals. The Emperor greets and assigns each creature a year in the 12-year cycle of the Chinese zodiac. When the cat discovers the rat’s ruse, their friendship dissolves, hence cats chase rats to this day.
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Where the Mountain Meets the Moon Living in the shadow of the Fruitless Mountain, Minli and her parents spend their days working in the rice fields, barely growing enough to feed themselves. Every night, Minli's father tells her stories about the Jade Dragon that keeps the mountain bare, the greedy and mean Magistrate Tiger, and the Old Man of the Moon who holds everyone's destiny. Determined to change her family's fortune, Minli sets out to find the Old Man of the Moon, urged on by a talking goldfish who gives her clues to complete her journey.
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Yeh-Shen: A Cinderella Story from China This version of the Cinderella story, in which a young girl overcomes the wickedness of her stepsister and stepmother to become the bride of a prince, is based on ancient Chinese manuscripts written 1000 years before the earliest European version.[image: image29.png]
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Comparing Versions of the Chinese Brothers

This kit includes two versions of a traditional Chinese folktale about brothers who look alike but have unique physical attributes that they use to trick others when their safety is threatened.  Students can compare the two versions, both in the story details and in the illustrations, in order to discuss important issues about stereotypes and representations.  

The Five Chinese Brothers, by Claire Huchet Bishop with illustrations by Kurt Wiese, is an older book (1938) that some adults may remember fondly from their own childhoods. This book has been critiqued as stereotyped and offensive due to the illustrations. One problem is the use of yellow on the faces of the Chinese characters. Yellow was frequently used the past to refer to the skin color of Chinese people in a derogatory and condescending manner, similar to calling Native Americans red. Both terms are considered offensive and negative stereotypes. In addition, the illustrator greatly accentuated the slants of the eyes on the faces of the characters and depicted them with long queues and traditional peasant garb that are not considered authentic.  Finally, the illustrator portrayed all of the Chinese characters as looking exactly the same, another common stereotype. The Seven Chinese Brothers by Margaret Mahy with illustrations by Jean and Mou-Sien Tseng, avoids these stereotypes, both in the telling of the story and in the illustrations, and so provides an important point of comparison.   
Read the two books and engage students in comparing the two versions as a way to challenge the stereotypes of the older version.  By reading the books side by side and asking students for their observations about the stories and illustrations, these issues often emerge naturally from their conversations.  If they don’t, you can mention that many Chinese find the older version offensive and stereotyped and ask students to discuss why they might feel that way about this book.

There are additional versions of this story available including, The Seven Chinese Sisters by Kathy Tucker, illustrations by Grace Lin, and a bilingual Mandarin/English version, Seven Magic Brothers, by Kuang-Tsai Hao and Eva Wang.  Seven Magic Brothers is probably the most authentic of the various versions that are available, but is a little more difficult to locate.  The Seven Chinese Sisters has some accuracy problems as pointed out in the following review, published on WOW Review (wowlit.org).
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