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Worlds of Words

Save the Last Word for Me

Kathy G. Short
Reading is an active process in which readers construct meaning from a text.  Each reader brings differing experiences and knowledge to a reading event and so will always construct a unique interpretation of a text.  When readers interact with other readers and discuss their differing tensions and understandings, they come to recognize that there is no one “right” interpretation to a text and that:
· reading is an active process of constructing meaning 

· every text has a range of possible interpretations

· multiple interpretations are created as readers relate their life experiences to a text

· discussions with other readers changes each person’s interpretation of a text


· interpretation of a text is ongoing as readers respond and talk with others

.
Materials
Texts that are challenging and invite multiple interpretations

3-5 small index cards or slips of paper per student

How?

1.  Each student individually reads the text.

2. As the students read, they each select 3-5 segments of the text (words, phrases or sentences) that particularly catch their attention and write these on the front side of each card.  Each quotation relates to ideas that they believe are significant, interesting, or confusing from the text.  

3. On the other side of the cards, students individually reflect on why they chose a particular quotation and what they want to say about it in their small group discussion.

4. Students gather in small groups to share their cards.

5. Students first individually go through their cards to select the one quotation they each want to share and discuss with the group.  During the sharing, if someone uses the same quotation, the person who has not shared chooses a different quote from their cards.

6. Each student gives the page number and reads aloud a quotation to the group.  The other students respond by talking about what they see as interesting or significant about that particular quotation. The student who read the quotation must remain silent during this discussion but has the last word.  Once the others have shared, the student turns over the card and shares why he or she selected the quotation.  

7. After each person in the group has shared one quotation, the group continues in their discussion, often informally sharing their other quotations with the group.

8. Younger children often mark the illustration they consider significant with a sticky note and then share with each other using the same process of saving the last word for the reader who selected a particular illustration. 
Variations

1. Save the Last Word for Me can be used with many kinds of texts, not just literature.  For example, readers can use this strategy as a way of sharing their Sketch to Stretch (see 2.10, this text) visual images with each other.  Each reader displays his or her visual image but does not explain the image, instead waiting until others in the group have shared their interpretations.  

2. Another variation is for students to pass their cards around with a sheet of paper so that each person reads the card and then writes their comments about the chosen quotation on the piece of paper.  The next person responds both to the card and to the comments.

3. Students can read aloud their quotations in a large or small group to create a collage reading of the text. One person begins by reading aloud a quotation and then others join in by each reading their selections, choosing when to read a particular quotation so that it builds off what someone else has read.

4. Text rendering is a variation of collage reading in that each person reads aloud a quotation and also states why that quotation was chosen or makes a comment on their interpretation of that quotation.  The next person then reads aloud a quotation and makes a comment, without discussion of these comments or the quotations.  
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Fifth-grade response on Save the Last Word for Me, The Red Scarf Girl (Jiang, 1997).

Possible Texts for Save the Last Word for Me
Budhos, M. (2007). Ask Me No Questions.  New York: Simon & Schuster.

Choldenko, G. (2006). Al Capone Does My Shirts.  New York: Puffin.

Chotjewitz, D. (2006). Daniel Half-Human.  New York: Simon & Schuster.
Curtis, C.P. (2000). The Watsons Go to Birmingham. New York: Laurel.

Farmer, N. (2004). The House of the Scorpion. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Fleischman, P. (2004). Seedfolks.  New York:  Harper.

Hesse, K. (1997). Out of the Dust. New York: Scholastic.

Jiang, J.L. (1997).  The Red Scarf Girl.  New York: HarperCollins.
Joseph, L. (2001). The Color of My Words.  New York: HarperCollins.

Paterson, K.  (1996). Jip: His Story.  New York: Puffin.

Rylant, C. (1993). Missing May.  New York: Yearling.

Schmidt, G. (2007). The Wednesday Wars.  New York: Clarion.

Sheth, K. (2007). Keeping Corner.  New York: Hyperion

Woodson, J. (2007). Feathers.  New York:  Putnam. 

Woodson, J. (2004). Locomotion.  New York:  Puffin.
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