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Worlds of Words

Our Vision
Worlds of Words is committed to creating an international network of people who share the vision of bringing books and children together, opening windows on the world. We encourage thoughtful dialogue around international literature so that children can reflect on their own cultural experiences and connect to the experiences of others across the globe.  Our goal is to:

· promote intercultural understanding and global perspectives.

· identify excellent culturally authentic literature about children’s lives around the world.

· provide resources for adults who share a passion for connecting readers with books.

· share stories of children’s dialogue and interactions around international literature.

· encourage the integration of international literature into the curriculum.

Rich, thoughtfully selected, global literature selections are an important tool for providing a wider and more accurate view of the world to students.
Children’s and adolescent literature always will have a place in a humane society as a medium for shaping social and cultural understanding and bringing knowledge, insight, and pure joy to those fortunate enough to get their hands on a book.
P. David Pearson, Dean, UC Berkley

Prejudices are learned, not innate—children start out naturally curious, accepting, open-minded. Children’s books nurture and affirm those qualities. John Mason, Marketing, Scholastic
When I came to the United States as a child, books were my only friends. They helped me understand the culture which was to be my home. The helped me understand myself better and made me care about persons different from myself. Katherine Paterson, Newbery Award Winner, Library of Congress United States National Ambassador for Young People's Literature
Global literature provides the potential for children to understand their own cultural perspectives as well as opens the way for building understandings of global cultures. Children need to see how their own lives and needs connect with children throughout the world as well as to explore what makes each culture unique. The danger exists, however, that they may see other cultures as exotic, strange or different--“not like us.”  Literature selections made without reasonable care (especially dated texts that are allowed to stand as contemporary) can actually reinforce stereotypes. The books in this kit have been carefully selected with the help of professionals who are insiders to the culture that is highlighted.
Additional resources at www.wowlit.org include:
WOW Books – an extensive online database of international literature that can be searched by themes, age level, country, etc. 

 WOW Stories: Connections from the Classroom – an on-line journal of vignettes written by educators about children’s experiences reading and responding to literature as a way of building bridges across cultures.

WOW Review: Reading across Cultures - an on-line journal containing reviews of children’s and adolescent literature, written with a careful focus on the authenticity of the culture or country featured in each book. 

WOW Currents – a blog dedicated to current events, research, and issues pertaining to the use, publication, and review of global and multicultural children’s and adolescent literature.  
