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Definitions:
  Does it have a collective unity of storyline, theme, or concept developed through the series of pictures? 

  Is it distinguished? A significant achievement, excellent in quality, conspicuously eminent, or individually distinct?    Criteria: 
  Excellence of execution in the artistic technique employed. 

  Excellence of pictorial interpretation of story, theme, or concept. 

  Appropriateness of style of illustration to the story, theme, or concept. 

  Delineation of plot, theme, characters, setting, mood, or information through pictures.
  Excellence of presentation in recognition of a child audience (with respect for children’s understandings, abilities, and appreciations). 
NOTES:

ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER:

Plot: arrangement of events: Note how illustrations accentuate plot, convey non-text events, and/or set the pace of the story

Characterization: creation of characters: Note how illustrations give a feel for characters’ individual qualities, show what text doesn’t, and if supporting characters convey distinct artistry too.

Setting: time and place of events: Note how illustrations create distinct look and feel, convey details of time and place not in text, and match tone or mood of story

Theme: unifying subject or idea: Note how illustrations match the overall message of a book, reveal themes or ideas not found in the text, and/or give readers a sense of theme just looking at illustrations
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Medium:						Style:





Pros:						         	        Cons:





What do you notice about the use of line? Does a certain type of line dominate? Why do you think the author strove for this effect?


What do you notice about shape?  Are they mostly rounded or are they angular?  Does one shape dominate?  Why do you think the author wants to draw your attention to this shape?


How is texture used? Does it give a distinctive feel to the scene? 


What colors are used?  Are they warm or cool?  Do they express particular emotions? How are they balanced?


Do you notice continuity or variation in the use of elements?  How does this reflect the mood or the action?


Do the pictures follow a logical or predictable sequence?  Is there a natural movement from one page to the next?  Is there an overall sense of unity or harmony?


Think about illustrations as they fit into the book as a whole. Do they complement, extend, or clarify the text?  Do they provide crucial details not present in text but important to story?


How does the use of “space” effectively contribute to plot, setting, characterization, or theme?








Questions to ask








