Myanmar/Burma
Overview of Text Set:  Integrated Activities for Culture Study 

Day/Session One:  Introduce cultural study by introducing Shades of People.  

Literacy: Talk about differences, and let the children write descriptive sentences/poems about some of the different color shades in the book.  

Art: Have multicultural skin tone crayons, paint or construction paper and different shades of yarn for them to make their own faces or groups of faces.

Day/Session Two: Read together Same, Same, Different, Different. 

Math: Have students draw Venn diagrams in groups, for different pages of the book, to show what the two boys have or do that’s the same, and what’s different.  For older students, have them calculate the time differences in the two locations.
Social Studies: Have children locate India on a map or globe and draw an outline of it as well as one of the USA.  Discuss how people travel from one country to another, and sometimes come to live in another country.  Invite class members who have traveled from another country to come to America to live to tell what that country is.
Day/Session Three:   Introduce Welcome to Myanmar
Review the facts that some members are from other places, specifically Myanmar and that the whole class now will have an opportunity to become knowledgeable about this beautiful place. Introduce Welcome to Myanmar telling the class that the book will be available for them to read/look at individually for several days.  They should use sticky notes to identify sections or pictures they liked or want to know more about.
Social Studies:  Ask students from Myanmar to help identify on a map, the Smart board or computer where Myanmar is located.  Point out the surrounding oceans and countries.
Literacy: Introduce The Wise Washerman, A Folktale from Burma by explaining that this story is set in Myanmar/Burma and is a folk tale (may need to review what a folk tale is). Read aloud.  Invite students to tell their favorite parts of the story.  Review new vocabulary, talk about how context helps you to figure out the meanings.  

Day/Session Four:  Review what the class knows about Myanmar by doing a KWL chart.  Expand the “what I would like to know” column. 
Literacy: Present the book Myanmar. Discuss what new facts the students can point out. 
Day/Session Five: Read Rebel. 
Discuss how one child in the story threw a shoe at the general and why s/he did it? What does it mean when everyone evacuates the building shoeless? 

Social Studies: Standing up for others and what you believe it- Have students choose a way (art, music, dance, literature, etc.) to show how they can stand up for others or a cause they believe in. Discuss when they have seen injustices in their own communities. How did it make them feel? What would they like to do in these situations? Discuss how brave the student was. 
Day/Session Six: Discuss students’ experiences with Burmese food. 

Cooking Connection: Using Flavors of Burma/Myanmar create with the class or ahead of time, one or more dishes from the Burmese cookbook. Discuss similarities/differences to food they have had before. (This may be a new experience for some students. Discuss ways to comment on food that contributes positively to conversation.)

Day/Session Seven: Review by adding on and finishing the KWL chart.  
Refer to Welcome to Myanmar, and read some selections that children may have marked individually with sticky notes, which they found interesting or wanted to know more about.

Culminating Activity: (Could be spread out over several days.) Have each child make collage and write words, sentences or poems about Myanmar.  Assemble the finished pieces into a book to present to the child from Myanmar, as a thank you for helping them learn more about the world.

Myanmar/Burma

Smith, R and Schmidt, M. (1998). In the forests with elephants. Orlando: Harcourt Brace. ISBN: 0-15-201289-3, unpaged.

[image: image4.jpg]REBEL

By ALLAN BAILLIE @ [lustrated by D1 WU





Roland Smith writes about the timber elephant farming system in Myanmar. He follows the life of one timber elephant, Toe Lai, and his oozie, Won Lin. Oozie’s ride the elephants and work to remove timber from the Myanmar forests. Timber elephants work closely with humans and form a special bond. Smith writes a narrative that is packed with information and would be a great pair with his novel, Elephant Run. This would work best as a read-aloud. It is most appropriate for older elementary school students. 
Froese, D. (1996). The wise washerman: a folktale from Burma. Ill. Wang Kui. Manitoba: Hyperion. ISBN: 1-895340-10-1, unpaged.
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This Burmese folktale teaches a lesson about humility and hard work. Aung Kyaing washes clothes for a living and has an excellent reputation. In fact, he cleans so well others say it is magic. His neighbor, Potter Narathu, becomes jealous and concocts a plan to embarrass Aung Kyaing. However, Kyaing’s cunning helps him turn the tables on his neighbor. The moral of this folktale is clearly told, and the story is perfect for young readers. It would be an excellent companion to any folktale unit. The artwork is layered and engaging. 

Rush, E. (2011). M is for Myanmar. Ill. Khin Maung Myint. San Francisco: ThingsAsian Press. ISBN: 1-934159-28-X, unpaged. 
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Hla and her younger sister are starting an adventure to the country of Myanmar. On the plane, Hla tells her sister all she knows of the country. The story continues in poetic form, looking at different aspects of Burmese life. Along with each poem written in English is the same poem written in Burmese. Poems tell about the holidays, the lifestyles, the buildings, and foods of Myanmar. Vibrant artwork and expressive typefaces add to the short, simple poetic style. It would be perfect for quick read-alouds, and it is a great tool to invite Burmese students to interact with texts in their native language. (BR)

Yip, D and Khng, P. (2001). Welcome to Myanmar. Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens. ISBN: 0-8368-2520-9, 48 pp.

[image: image7.jpg]



Welcome to Myanmar contains a wealth of information about the country. Set up like a textbook, it walks students through a myriad of information about Myanmar. The print is large and the text is relatively accessible. High quality photographs accompany nearly every facet of information. Important vocabulary words are defined. The text takes a critical stance on the current government of Myanmar, which may offend some readers. This would be a great resource for upper-elementary students AND is a very quick “crash-course” for adults on the culture from which their Burmese students have arrived. 

Smith, R. (2007). Elephant Run. New York, NY: Hyperion Books. ISBN: 978-1-4231-0401-8
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Taking place during WWII, the story begins in England where Nick Freestone is living with his mother when she makes the decision to send him to Burma where Nick will be safer living with his father. Soon after arriving in Burma, Japanese troops take over the plantation, Nick’s father is sent to a POW camp and Nick is left to work as a servant for the Japanese. Nick, along with his friend Myo, escape on an elephant in an effort to save Nick’s father and Myo’s brother from the Japanese. Booklist notes, “Details of Burmese politics, spirituality and daily life weave an alluring backdrop.” One teacher reported that her fifth graders loved the story when she read the book aloud to the class.

Baillie, A. (1994). Rebel. New York, NY: Houghton Mifflin. ISBN: 0-395-69250-4.
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The story is based on an incident that occurred in Rangoon. The arriving army’s destruction of the school playground equipment with its tanks is followed by the general’s proclamation that the army is now in control of the town. One of the children throws his thong hitting the general in the head. Ordering the students to stand before him in an effort to determine who has thrown the thong, the students and their teachers remove their shoes and the general is not able to identify the culprit. The students and teachers unite in their support of one another. 

Chan, S. (2003). Flavors of Burma/Myanmar.  New York: Hippocrene. ISBN: 0-7818-0947-9.

[image: image10.jpg]


In addition to the numerous Burmese recipes in this book, the author provides the chapters on Burmese culture, interesting places, Burmese market, Burmese kitchens and a brief overview of the country and its history. Chan has visited Burma and used all the recipes in her own kitchen. She credits her parents with teaching her how to cook Burmese foods Each recipe is preceded by information about the ingredients, where these food might be purchased and information regarding serving customs. 

King, P. (2000). Myanmar. Milwaukee, WI: Gareth Stevens. ISBN: 0-8368-2320-6.
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One of the titles in the Countries of the World series, this book provides information about Burma/Myanmar’s geography, history, government, economy, religion and culture. Numerous photos accompany the informational text and the bold print used in the titles and subtitles guide the reader throughout the book. Readers can easily “dip” in and out of the book and select areas of interest to them. Younger students will learn from the photos, intermediate age students can select topics of particular interest and teachers will find this an excellent resource on Myanmar.

Rotner, S. & Kelly, S. (2009) Shades of People. New York, NY: Scholastic Inc.
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Cocoa, tan, rose, and almond--people come in lots of shades, even in the same family. This exploration of one of our most noticeable physical traits uses vibrant photographs of children and a short text to inspire young children both to take notice and to look beyond the obvious.

Kostecki-Shaw, J. S. (2011) Same, Same but Different. New York: Henry Holt.
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Elliot lives in America, and Kailash lives in India. They are pen pals. By exchanging letters and pictures, they learn that they both love to climb trees, have pets, and go to school. Their worlds might look different, but they are actually similar. Same, same. But different! Through an inviting point-of-view and colorful, vivid illustrations, this story shows how two boys living oceans apart can be the best of friends.

Fiction Lesson
Froese, D. (1996). The Wise Washerman: A Folktale from Burma. Manitoba, Canada: Hyperion. The Burmese folktale teaches a lesson about humility and hard work. Aung Kyaing washes clothes for a living and has an excellent reputation. In fact, he cleans so well, others say it’s magic. His neighbor, Potter Narathu, becomes jealous and concocts a plan to embarrass Aung Kyaing. However, Kyaing’s cunning helps him turn the tables on his neighbor. The moral of this folktale is clearly told and the story is perfect for young readers. The artwork is layered and engaging.

	Possible questions/strategies:
	Common Core Standard Alignment 

	Before reading:
	

	· What do you notice about the title? The illustration?
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 



	· What do you think the book might be about?  (What do readers do before they ever open the book?)
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	During reading:
	

	· What do you think is going to happen?  

· Has your prediction been confirmed or changed?  What information from the text supports your thinking? (How do you know?) 
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· What do you notice about the illustrations?
	

	After reading:
	

	· What surprised you in the book?
	

	· What was your favorite part of the book?
	

	· Retell or summarize the story.


	Key Ideas and Details

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	· Write or tell the sequel.  What do you think happens next?  


	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· Has anything happened to you that reminds you of this story?

· Does this remind you of any other story that you know?  How so? 
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.



	· Illustrate your favorite part of the story. 


	

	· Illustrate (or write) what you think is the most important part of the story.  Why?

· What do you think is the big idea the author wants you to take away from this story?  (theme)
	Key Ideas and Details

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.



	Rereadings
	

	· Using context, what do some of the vocabulary words mean?  (i.e. pagoda, longyi )

· How did the author help you to understand the words she used? 
	Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.


Nonfiction Lesson
Yip, D. and Khng, P. (2001). Welcome to Myanmar. Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens.     

Welcome to Myanmar contains a wealth of information about the country. Set up like a primary grades textbook, it walks students through a myriad of information about Myanmar. The print is large and the text is relatively accessible with high quality photographs. Important vocabulary words are defined. The text takes a critical stance on the current government of Myanmar. A great source for upper-elementary students and a quick “crash-course” for adults on the culture from which their Burmese students have arrived.
	Possible questions/strategies:
	Common Core Standard Alignment 

	Before reading:
	

	· What do you notice about the title? The cover illustration?
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 

	· What do you think the book might be about?  (What do readers do before they ever open the book?)
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	During reading:
	

	· What do you know about Myanmar?

· What interesting things about Myanmar do you notice as you read?

· What things do you notice that are different from the U.S.?
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· What do you notice about the pictures and maps?
	

	After reading:
	

	· What surprised you in the book?
	

	· What was your favorite part of the book?
	

	· How would you sum up the geography of Myanmar? The plants and animals? The history? The people and culture? The government and economy?


	Key Ideas and Details

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	· How would your life be different if you lived in Myanmar? How would your life be the same?
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· Does anything in this book help you to understand fold tales about Myanmar like The Wise Washerman
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

	· Illustrate one thing you learned from the book. 


	

	· Illustrate (or write) what you think is the most important part of this book.  Why?

· What do you think is a big idea about Myanmar the author wants you to take away from this book?  (theme)
	Key Ideas and Details

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.



	Rereadings
	

	· Looking at the pictures and maps see if you can figure out the meanings of some of the vocabulary words mean?  (i.e. river delta, mangrove )

· How did the author help you to understand some important information about Myanmar?
	Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.


Myanmar (Burma)
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Population:   48 million (2010)

Ethnic Groups: the Kachin, the Kayah, the Kayin, the Chin, the Mon, the Bamar, the Rakhine, and the Shan

Capital: Naypyidaw (Nay Pyi Taw)

Area: 261,228 square miles
Terrain: A land of hills and valleys rimmed in the north, east and west by mountain ranges forming a giant horseshoe shape.

Languages: Burmese; Myanmar is a union of 135 ethnic groups with their own dialects

Religions:  Buddhism 89.2%, Christianity 5%, Islam 3.8%, Hiduism .5%, Spiritualism 1.2%

Currency: Myanma Kyat
Economy: Major industries: agricultural processing, knit and woven apparel, wood and wood products

Agriculture Products: rice, pulses, beans, sesame, groundnuts, sugarcane, hardwood, fish, fish products
Natural Resources: timer, tin, antimony, zinc, copper, lead, tungsten, coal, limestone, precious stones like jade, ruby, sapphires, natural gas, hydropower and some petroleum

Literacy:  90% (2003), estimates of functional literacy are closer to 30%

Location:  Southeast Asia, bordering the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal

Leader of Myanmar? Aung San Suu Kyi

Climate and Physical Features:  Tropical monsoon; cloudy, rainy, hot, humid summers; during winter, it is less cloudy, scant rainfall, mild temperatures, low humidity
Resources:

 http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/myanmar.htm

International Children’s Digital Library: en.childrenslibrary.org For digital books in different languages
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