Somalia
Overview of Text Set Collection: 
Integrated Activities for Culture Study 

Day/Session One:  Introduce cultural topics study by introducing Shades of People.  

Literacy: Talk about differences, and let the children write descriptive sentences/poems about some of the different color shades in the book.  

Art: Have multicultural skin tone crayons, paint or construction paper and different shades of yarn for them to make their own faces or groups of faces.

Day/Session Two: Read together Same, Same, Different, Different. 

Math: Have students draw Venn diagrams in groups, for different pages of the book, to show what the two boys have or do that’s the same, and what’s different.  For older students, have them calculate the time differences in the two locations.
Social Studies: Have children locate India on a map or globe and draw an outline of it as well as one of the USA.  Discuss how people travel from one country to another, and sometimes come to live in another country.  Invite class members who have traveled from another country to come to America to live to tell what that country is.
Day/Session Three: Introduce Welcome to Somalia
Review the facts that some members are from other places, specifically Somalia and that the whole class now will have an opportunity to become knowledgeable about this beautiful place. Introduce Welcome to Somalia telling the class that the book will be available for them to read/look at individually for several days.  They should use sticky notes to identify sections or pictures they liked or want to know more about.
Social Studies:  Ask the student from Somalia to help identify on a map, the Smart board or computer where Somalia is located. Point out the oceans and countries surrounding the area.

Literacy: Introduce Qayb Libaax- The Lion’s Share, A Somali Folktale by explaining that this story is set in Somalia and is a folk tale (may need to review what a folk tale is). Read aloud.  Invite students to tell their favorite parts of the story.  Review new vocabulary, talk about how context helps you to figure out the meanings.  

Day/Session Four:  Review what the class knows about Somalia by doing a KWL chart.  Expand the “what I would like to know” column. 
Literacy: Present the book Muktar and the Camels. Discuss what nomads are and what probably happened to Muktar’s family. Why are camels so important to his people?
Social Studies:  Are their animals that American or students from other parts of the world depend on? How are the animals alike/different. Why is it important to care for animals? 
Day/Session Five: Read The Color of Home.
 Discuss what it is like to move, make new friends, etc. Have students reflect on how they would feel if they had to more or did not understand the language. Discuss ways to make new friends feel welcome. 

Art:  Have students create their own pictures of their homes and discuss what is special about them. As a class think of ways that some familiarity can be included in the classroom that will help your new friend from Somalia feel a connection to his/her former home.
Day/Session Six: Review by adding on and finishing the KWL chart.  
Refer to Welcome to Somalia, and read some selections that children may have marked individually with sticky notes, which they found interesting or wanted to know more about.
Culminating Activity: Have each child make collage and write words, sentences or poems about Somalia.  Assemble the finished pieces into a book to present to the child from Somalia, as a thank you for helping them learn more about the world.

Somalia Text Set

Ahmed, S. S. (2007).  Qayb Libaax - The lion’s share: A Somali Folktale.  Ill. K. Dupre. Saint Paul, MN:  Minnesota Humanities Commission. 
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On a bright sunny day, a group of animals hunt together in the forests of Somalia. They eventually find a herd of camels and separate one from the others. The pack drags it under the shade of an acacia and anxiously awaits the lion's permission for a portion of it. They are ravenous but they know that they must receive approval first. The lion selects one of the older hyenas to suggest a plan to divide the carcass. Will the portions be equal? Not with the lion in charge! Read this popular Somali folktale and see why, as the other animals come to understand, "the lion’s share is not fair!" This bilingual book is part of the Somali Bilingual Book Project Translation Initiative coordinated by the Minnesota Humanities Commission (MHC) to promote and preserve heritage languages and increase English literacy for refugee and immigrant families. The muted browns, yellows, and blues showcase the intricate carvings and suggest a hazy, hot day in Africa. 
Graber, J. (2009).  Muktar and the camels.  Ill. S. Mack.  New York: Henry Holt.
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Muktar lives in an orphanage on the border of Kenya and Somalia. He daydreams about his old life with his family and especially tending to camels. One day, visitors arrive bearing books, and Muktar’s friend Ismail is excited; so is Muktar, but for a different reason—the visitors are riding on camels. Muktar quickly discovers that one of the animals is injured and realizes this is his chance to prove himself. If there is anything Muktar knows, it is camels. Through the eyes of an endearing protagonist whose love and respect for animals shines, this beautifully told story introduces young readers to another part of the world and way of life. 
Hoffman, M. (2002).  The color of home.  Ill. K. Littlewood. London: Frances Lincoln.
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This picture book follows first-grader Hassan through his first few days at school. Hassan, a recent immigrant from Somalia, is homesick on his first day of school in the United States. He misses the colorful landscape of his former home in Africa. Though the teacher is nice and the children are friendly, adjusting to a new culture, especially to a different language, is a struggle. Suddenly, when the teacher distributes art supplies, Hassan discovers a way to communicate.Readers gain a realistic child’s perspective on what it is like to be forced to emigrate from a war-torn country. The sensitively told story also demonstrates the value of art therapy in helping children to make the transition to a new environment. Littlewood’s impressionistic watercolor illustrations, many of them spreads, beautifully convey Hassan's sadness, fear, and ultimate happiness. 

Laird, E.  (2009). The Ogress and the snake and other stories from Somalia. Ill. S. Fowles. London: Frances Lincoln.
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For millennia, Somalia has been crossed by camel caravans of merchants, bringing with them stories such as "The Good Prince," in which a kindhearted prince conquers the evil magic of a beautiful sorceress, and "The Ogress and the Snake," a Somali Hansel and Gretel story about five little girls, abandoned in the desert, who take refuge in the house of a man-eating ogress. This collection of eight tales provides an introduction to the tradition of oral storytelling as well as a glimpse into this country.  Many of the tales feature animals and their relationship to humans, and contain wisdom and wit.  Black and white drawings by Shelley Fowles are used throughout the book to add to the tales. The stories abound with colorful characters. 
Schemenauer, E. (2008) Welcome to Somalia. Mankato, MN: The Child’s World.
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This book is part of the collection “Welcome to the World”. This book is an introductory book about Somalia. It includes friendly information about the land, plants and animals, the people, schools, language, work, food, and holidays. Throughout the book children can find several photos of the land and people.  The book is divided into short segments with each section giving informative information and bolded glossary words.  Fast facts, mini-language guide, glossary, and references for additional information are included in the back.  

Hamilton, J. (2007) Somalia in pictures. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publishing Group.
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This book provides an overview of Somalia's geography and history, along with an exploration of the political, economic, and cultural landscape. This book is organized into sections about the land, history and government, the people, cultural life, the economy, and other important information like the currency, flag, national anthem and famous people. Authentic photos accompany each section. There are also other tidbits of information included in margins as well as additional references, tourist locations, glossary, and other interesting facts about Somalia.    

Rotner, S. & Kelly, S. (2009) Shades of People. New York, NY: Scholastic Inc.
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Cocoa, tan, rose, and almond--people come in lots of shades, even in the same family. This exploration of one of our most noticeable physical traits uses vibrant photographs of children and a short text to inspire young children both to take notice and to look beyond the obvious.
Kostecki-Shaw, J. S. (2011) Same, Same but Different. New York: Henry Holt
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Elliot lives in America, and Kailash lives in India. They are pen pals. By exchanging letters and pictures, they learn that they both love to climb trees, have pets, and go to school. Their worlds might look different, but they are actually similar. Same, same. But different! Through an inviting point-of-view and colorful, vivid illustrations, this story shows how two boys living oceans apart can be the best of friends.
Fiction Lesson Plan

Graber, J. (2009).  Muktar and the camels.  Ill. S. Mack.  New York:  Holt.

Muktar lives in an orphanage on the border of Kenya and Somalia. He daydreams about his old life with his family and tending camels. One day, visitors arrive bearing books, and Muktar’s friend Ismail is excited; so is Muktar, but for a different reason—the visitors are riding on camels. Muktar quickly discovers that one of the animals is injured and realizes this is his chance to prove himself. Through the eyes of an endearing protagonist whose love and respect for animals shines, this beautifully told story introduces young readers to another way of life.

	Possible questions/strategies:
	Common Core Standard Alignment 

	Before reading:
	

	· What do you notice about the title? The illustration?
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 



	· What do you think the book might be about?  (What do readers do before they ever open the book?)
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	During reading:
	

	· What do you think is going to happen?  

· Has your prediction been confirmed or changed?  What information from the text supports your thinking? (How do you know?) 
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· What do you notice about the illustrations?
	

	After reading:
	

	· What surprised you in the book?
	

	· What was your favorite part of the book?
	

	· Retell or summarize the story.


	Key Ideas and Details

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	· Write or tell the sequel.  What do you think happens next?  


	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· Has anything happened to you that reminds you of this story?

· Does this remind you of any other story that you know?  How so? 
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.



	· Illustrate your favorite part of the story. 


	

	· Illustrate (or write) what you think is the most important part of the story.  Why?

· What do you think is the big idea the author wants you to take away from this story?  (theme)
	Key Ideas and Details

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.



	Rereadings
	

	· Using context, what do some of the vocabulary words mean?  (i.e. posho, matoke)

· How did the author help you to understand the words she used? 
	Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.


Nonfiction Lesson Plan

Schemenauer, E. (2008) Welcome to Somalia. Mankato, MN: The Child’s World.

This book is part of the collection “Welcome to the World” and is an introductory book about Somalia. It includes friendly information about the land, plants and animals, the people, schools, language, work, food, and holiday and photos of the land and people.  The book is divided into short segments with each section giving informative information and bolded glossary words.  Fast facts, mini-language guide, glossary, and references for additional information are included.  
	Possible questions/strategies:
	Common Core Standard Alignment 

	Before reading:
	

	· What do you notice about the title? The cover illustration?
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 

	· What do you think the book might be about?  (What do readers do before they ever open the book?)
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	During reading:
	

	· What do you know about Somalia?

· What interesting things about Somalia do you notice as you read?

· What things do you notice that are different from the U.S.?
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· What do you notice about the pictures and maps?
	

	After reading:
	

	· What surprised you in the book?
	

	· What was your favorite part of the book?
	

	· How would you sum up the geography of Russia? The plants and animals? The history? The people and culture? The government and economy?
	Key Ideas and Details

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	· How would your life be different if you lived in Somalia? How would your life be the same?
	Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	· Does anything in this book help you to understand folk tales about Somalia like The Lion’s Share
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.



	· Illustrate one thing you learned from the book. 
	

	· Illustrate (or write) what you think is the most important part of this book.  Why?

· What do you think is a big idea about Somalia the author wants you to take away from this book?  (theme)
	Key Ideas and Details

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.



	Rereadings
	

	· Looking at the pictures and maps see if you can figure out the meanings of some of the vocabulary words (i.e. sorghum, nomads)

· How did the author help you to understand some important information about Somalia?
	Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.



Somalia
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Population:   9.8 million (2012). 

Ethnic Groups: Somali with a small non-Somali minority (Bantu and Arab)

Capital:  Mogadishu

Area: 246,200 square miles 

Terrain: Mostly flat savanna and semi-desert to undulating plateau rising to hills in the north

Languages: Somali (official), Arabic, Italian, English

Religions:  99.9% Muslim

Currency: Somali Shilling (SOS)
Economy: Major industries: sugar refining, textiles, wireless communication

Agriculture Products: bananas, sorghum, corn coconuts, rice, sugarcane, mangoes, sesame, seeds, beans, cattle, sheep, goats and fish
Natural Resources: Uranium and largely unexploited reserves of iron core, tin gypsum, bauxite, copper, salt natural gas, likely oil reserves

Literacy:  38%-total population that can read and write

Location:  Horn of Africa, Eastern Africa, bordering the Gulf of Aden on the north, Indian Ocean on the east, east of Ethiopia and Kenya

Leader of Somalia:  Hassan Sheikh Mohamoud
Climate and Physical Features:  Desert; hot and dry in the interior, hot and humid in the coastal areas; two rainy seasons-from April to June and from October to December
Resources:   http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/somalia.htm
International Children’s Digital Library: en.childrenslibrary.org For digital books in different languages[image: image3.png]



