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Global and Intercultural Understandings
The concept of global competence has emerged as a way of articulating the knowledge and capacities students need in the 21st century. Global competence requires knowledge and understandings of world cultures as well as the ability to use that knowledge creatively and productively. Global studies are grounded in critical inquiry so that students develop the ability to critically and creatively confront the issues of a global society and are willing to work for social change, rather than to just accept the world as it is. Our students need to understand and collaborate with people from around the world.
Global competence includes the ability to understand prevailing world conditions, issues and trends through interdisciplinary learning.  Students in San Francisco or São Paulo who know what’s going on in the world and how the world works, from climate change to migration trends to human rights, will be able to function more successfully and effectively in our global society. Educating students for global competence requires substantive engagement over time with the world’s complexities. Gaining this knowledge and understanding depends on acquiring and applying four key cognitive capacities – essential dimensions of global competence. Today’s globally competent youngsters are able to create a safe, accepting and successful learning environment for all to:
Investigate the world
•Increase their awareness of global issues

•Strengthen their cultural consciousness

•Strengthen their intercultural awareness

Recognize perspectives
•View issues as if they were actually living someone else’s perspective

• Increase their awareness of alternate historical perspectives

•Demonstrate how ideas change or are appropriate/inappropriate for different cultures

Communicate ideas
•Use multiple ways of communicating their ideas with others

• Develop flexibility as language users across multiple languages

Take action
•Work to prevent prejudice and discrimination

•Generate solutions for global issues and implement them as appropriate
•Critique society in the interest of social justice

You will find many useful resources in this story box that builds bridges between cultures as you and your students begin or continue on an exploration of other parts of the world.
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